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HOUSE OF COMMONS, DECEMBER 12, 1740.

RESPECTING OFFICERS ON HALF-PAY.

Mr. SANDYS this day moved for an humble address to his
majesty, that, for the future ease of his majesty's subjects,
all officers now subsisting upon half-pay, etc. might be
employed in the army, and supported it to the following
effect:

Sir, though I have often known motions opposed with-
out any just objections, or at least without any proof of
such iriconveniencies likely to arise from them, as were
equivalent to the advantages which they would have pro-
duced, yet I cannot but confess, that any opposition to
this will be unexpected and surprising; for it is, in my opi-
nion, supported by every law of justice and humanity. If
wo regard the publick in general, it cannot but produce
some alleviation of the national expense; and if we con-
sider the particular persons to whom it immediately re-
lates, they have certainly u just claim to that regard which
it is the tendency of this motion to procure them.

To burden with superfluous officers, and unnecessary
oxponses, u people already overwhelmed with taxes, and
overrun with the dependents on the crown, is, surely, to the
highest degree cruel and absurd, And to condemn those
men to contempt and penury, who have served their country
with bravery and fidelity, to prefer unexperienced strip-
lings to those commissions, which would gladly be accepted
by men who have already tried their courage in the battle,
and borne the fatigues of marches, and the change of cli-
mates, is surely not only to oppress the deserving, and
scatter promotion without just distinction; but, what is
yet more enormous, it is to wanton with the publick safety,
and expose us to our enemies,

Nor does it appear to me sufficient, that the veteran
oflicers be restored to the commissions which they for-
merly enjoyed; they ought, upon an augmentation of our
troops, to be recompensed by some advancement for their